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Special Olympics Arkansas.

“Let me win, but if I cannot win let
me be brave in the attempt”
Special Olympics oath

ey

The LETR is a volunteer organization consisting
of law enforcement officers and agencies with
the goal of raising awareness and funds for

D0ES IT ALL REALLY MATTER???

Have you ever wondered if what you do really matters? | think we probably all do at one time or
another. The great thing about volunteering for Special Olympics is that if you stay focused on
what it’s all about you should never question the fact that you do make a difference. We are only
days away from Torch Run week and the excitement continues to build.

On Thursday, May 20th beginning with our Final Leg Press Conference and “Hero Walk” in
downtown North Little Rock and continuing to Searcy for Opening Ceremonies, all eyes will be on
Law Enforcement as we carry the Flame of Hope into the stadium, from there all attention is
shifted on the athletes. | challenge each of you reading this to make a point to come up and attend
the ceremonies on Thursday and/or come up in uniform on Friday or Saturday and help hang
medals on our athletes. Your life will be changed - it’s guaranteed!

In late April | attended the first quarter Special Olympics Arkansas board meeting. During the
meeting a Certified Public Accountant who had conducted an audit on SOAR’s books was there
to present the results of that audit. Now don’t stop reading just yet from boredom, he made a few
comments worth repeating! He stated that people have become much more selective in their
giving in recent years and many non-profits have seen drastic drops in donations. He also stated
that many who give now are paying very close attention to see if the organization is a good
steward with the money that is being donated. In other words, how do they spend the money
received? In reviewing 2008-2009 financial records for SOAR he advised that it is apparent that
SOAR takes great care of it’s money and he was surprised of two things: 1.) money raised through
donations has increased in spite of tough economic times and 2.) program expenses have de-
creased for the first time in his memory. In my humble opinion those two things reveal one main
point, you ready? TEAM WORK!!! From the great Field Reps, Law Enforcement, Coaches, Area
Directors, and wonderful staff! Wow, what an honor to be a part of such a great group! | can’t
wait to see each of you in Searcy on May 20th!!! Thanks for all you do!

Captain D

SPEAKING OF TEAMWO

462,493 as of 5/6/10

$333,427 as of 3/3/10
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i We are getting closer to our goal of raising

J $500,000 each and every day! Arkansas’
~- LETR members have been working tirelessly
<= with Tip A Cop's, Shorts n Suds, Cops on Top
7r and many other fundraising ventures to help
¢ us reach this goal. We can't thank each of
w you enough for all your hard work! Take a
look at page 2 of this newsletter to see what
.. some of the areas have been up to.
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to miss out on a minute of it Torch Run shirts are available

and there are plenty to go around! If you need additional info

regarding the Torch Run please contact Capt. Davis or Shelly
Yielding (contact info is on page 1)

They work hard for the money!!l

Cops on Top..aka “Taking it to the Streets”

The last weekend in April officers from the Jonesboro Police Dept. held a two day “Cops on Top” at the
M Highlands Drive Walmart in Jonesboro raising $8,315.97 for LETR. With the new regulations in place

.’% about being on rooftops, the officers took an innovative approach. This year they were “Taking it to the
Streets”. Lazy Dawg Productions provided them with a professional sound system that allowed the
officers to use headsets and wireless mics as they spoke to the crowds about Special Olympics Arkansas.
Athletes were on hand to help man buckets. One area athlete, Sharron Butler even received a $100 check!
Officers allowed local politicians and businesses to speak on the mics for donations. They even helped
customers unload their packages. As they were packing up Friday evening, a young boy and his parents came looking for the officers.
He had gone home and brought them a jar full of pennies he had been collecting. Officers + Athletes = Champions!

Kimberly Shipley - Northeast AR Field Rep.

Rogers & Fayetteville Red Robin restaurants were the location for the 2nd Annual Tip A Cop fundraiser for
Special Olympics on Saturday, April 17. The officers worked from 11 am - 8 pm waiting tables and serving
guests and letting people know about Special Olympics Arkansas and our awesome athletes! The total for
the day was $4,082 in tips...we are still waiting to hear the amount from coaster sales done by Red Robin
g leading up to the April 17 event...so that amount is just a beginning! Way to go Area 3 LETR!
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