2016 Annual Report

Letter from the CEO

Dear Friends,
2016 marked a tremendous year of growth for our program in several different directions. More than ever we focused on empowering athletes to reach their
personal best in their sport(s) and daily life. We did this by growing our Health, Leadership, Young Athletes, and Unified Champion Schools programs. I am proud
to say we surged in growth and shifted focus while still remaining true to our core values. Our eyes never left the ball; we remained an athlete centered program
focused on pure sport. Successfully we captured the importance of developing the whole athlete and how that directly impacts their personal best on and off
the playing field.
We introduced ten thousand Unified Young Athletes to the joys of sport and the importance of bravery, perseverance, and unity. Our strategic targeting of child
care centers, schools, and preschools to adopt our physical activity curriculum and wellness programming has informed a new generation of parents. This
curriculum is providing a new realm of sustainability to our program.
The above addition gave us a footprint of twenty five thousand athletes for 2016. We took this growth seriously and built a strong alignment for sport and
health. In fact, in our program you will not see sport without health and vice versa. As a pure sport organization we would be remiss to ignore the importance of
an athlete’s health to achieving their personal best. Our health program has been rapidly growing from an episodic event during Summer Games, Healthy
Athletes, to a community wide effort that exists year-round. We are in our first year of a three year certification process to be recognized by Special Olympics
Inc. as a Healthy Communities program.
We uprooted our traditional extracurricular focus with school involvement by training four hundred educators on incorporating our sport and health initiatives
during the day. We challenged schools to make a commitment to real inclusion by adopting Unified Champion Schools. We drove demand to our program by
offering answers to current educational frameworks for physical activity and health. We became a solution rather than an option. This report reflects a
fundamental change in our partnership with schools and all of the students they serve.
Sport is at the apex of what we do. We chose to bring athlete leadership to the forefront of our sports program. Our athlete’s voice led us to create regional
trainings and competitions, allowing athletes to compete in more sports throughout the year. Athlete’s led workouts, trainings, and discussions on how we can
align fitness with sport training. In an effort to get each athlete to their personal best we launched new coaching resources bringing the traditional Special
Olympics coach up to speed on important issues like general fitness, injury prevention, and pre-game nutrition.
We were able to increase support and funding through unique partnership development plans. We have shifted to a philosophy based around creating
partnerships rather than sponsorships. Our marketing model brought in deeper relationships with opportunity to grow rather than single event donors. There
was a downward trend in third party telephone marketing over the past few years leading to a major decrease in this resource channel for 2016. The current
climate shift to digital giving led to our decision to move more third party focus to a digital consumer marketing plan.
As you read through our annual report highlights you will see incredible milestones that we achieved as an organization this year. The achievements would not
have been possible without the dedication of our shareholders. I personally invite you to engage with us for 2017 as we continue forward with this incredible
energy. We are a powerful engine that is moving our state forward on a transformative scale. I look forward to experiencing what is on the horizon for our
organization with you.

Sincerely,

Mission:
The mission of Special Olympics Arkansas is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic type sports for all children
and adults with intellectual disabilities giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and
participate in a sharing of gifts, skills, and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes, and the community.

Purpose:
Special Olympics Arkansas is an organization that unleashes the human spirit through the transformative power and joy of sport, everyday around the
state. Through programming in sports, health, education and community building, Special Olympics Arkansas is changing the lives of people with
intellectual disabilities, solving the global injustice, isolation, intolerance and inactivity they face. Special Olympics Arkansas is providing opportunities for
more than 15,000 athletes and 5,000 volunteers in all counties across the State of Arkansas.

Competition
Special Olympics Arkansas currently runs 240 competitions statewide for over 15,000 Athletes. Sports competitions across the state are broken into 17
geographical areas. Athletes then have an opportunity to compete in 9 different statewide competitions throughout the year. The events consist of 15
different types of sports; Athletics (Track and Field), Aquatics, Basketball, Bocce, Bowling, Cycling, Flag Football, Floor Hockey, Soccer, Golf, Gymnastics,
Powerlifting, Softball, Speed Skating, and Volleyball. Special Olympics Arkansas also offers 9 unified sports to promote social inclusion.
2016 Statistics:
 Increased attendance at five statewide tournaments: Basketball, Unified Golf, Cycling, Cross Country, and Unified Softball
 Reintroduced statewide Flag Football Tournament with an increased number of teams over previous years
 Added statewide Unified Champion Schools play in tournament
 5 Areas increased by a minimum of one sport
 8 Areas introduced a new sport through exhibition play (future goals will be to add a competition for this sport in that area)
 Executed 240 competitions statewide

Training
Special Olympics Arkansas is a pure sport organization focused on truly bringing each athlete to their personal best. Training is a key factor in meeting this
part of our mission. Training refers to both coaches education and athlete sport focused training . Quality competitions are achieved through determined
training.
2016 Statistics:



Increased regional trainings from 0 to 4



Increased number of overall trainings to 78



Trained new coaches and recertified coaches in 12 different sports



Added 150 new coaches



Increased minimum training standards for athletes



Implemented Coaches Guidebook and Athlete Fitness video to target more of a whole athlete wellness approach to sport



400 athletes trained through Summer Sports Camps



275 coaches certified through Summer Sports Camps

Unified Champion Schools (formerly known as Project UNIFY)
Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools promotes communities where all young people are agents of change, fostering acceptance, respect, dignity, and
advocacy for people with intellectual disabilities and thereby anyone who is perceived as different.
Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools integrates Special Olympics programs with ongoing youth activities and focuses on creating and sustaining
education systems, classroom practices, school climate and community engagement to ensure all students develop intellectual, physical, civic, and emotional
competencies.
2016 Statistics:


400 educators were trained on our Unified Champion Schools programs and Unified Physical activity curriculums.



23 new schools were added to the Unified Champion schools initiative giving the program a total of 50 schools



5782 new students experienced Unified Sports and Whole School Engagement

Young Athletes
Young Athletes is a unique sport and play program for children with intellectual disabilities. The focus is on fun activities that are important to mental and
physical growth.
Children ages 2 to 7 enjoy games and activities that develop motor skills and hand-eye coordination. Young Athletes is an early introduction to sports and
to the world of Special Olympics. The children learn new things, play and have lots of fun.
These building blocks result in notable improvements in a child’s motor skills, cognitive development, social skills, emotional development and
communication skills

2016 Statistics:


50 child care centers or schools have adopted Young Athletes curriculum.



10,000 Unified Young Athletes have been added to the Special Olympics movement



23 Young Athletes competitions added

Health
Special Olympics’ vision of its health program, made possible by the Golisano Foundation, is to create a world where people with intellectual disabilities
have the same opportunities and access to health care as people without intellectual disabilities. Special Olympics’ 19 years of experience identifying and
addressing the unmet health needs of people with intellectual disabilities has revealed the myriad of complex barriers to health faced by this population.
Barriers to this vision include lack of access to quality health care, education, and resources.
Through this multi-layered effort, Special Olympics is working to create a tipping point where health becomes inclusive for people with intellectual
disabilities globally by changing curriculum, training health care professionals and policymakers, influencing policy, advocating for inclusive health
programming, building partnerships for follow up care and harnessing the power of the Special Olympics Movement to build awareness.
2016 Statistics:


Awarded $194,000 from Special Olympics Inc. and the Golisano Foundation to pursue Healthy Communities recognition
through a three year plan



Screened 1400 athletes during 2016 Healthy Athletes event during Summer Games



Educated 17,000 people with intellectual disabilities through our Live Healthy Education fairs and Healthy Young Athletes program



Added 650 athletes to a minimum of one additional wellness opportunity



Hosted our first Health Heroes Banquet honoring all of the volunteers, celebrating growth from 6 volunteers to 100

Athlete Leadership
Through sports training and competitions, Special Olympics helps people with intellectual disabilities achieve joy, acceptance and success. They gain
the confidence that comes with achievement. They feel empowered. Our Athlete Leadership Programs can take athletes even farther -- as leaders
and spokespeople respected in their communities.
Special Olympics Athlete Leadership Programs allow athletes to explore opportunities for greater participation in our movement beyond sports training
and competition: as coaches, officials, team captains, spokespeople and board and committee members. These roles give athletes a voice in shaping the
Special Olympics movement, and a chance to spread the word about the transformations Special Olympics can bring
to individuals and families. The Athlete Leadership Programs also provides a way for athletes to showcase talents and interests that may have gone
unnoticed.


Welcomed Athlete Nathan McClain to the Special Olympics Arkansas Board,



Nathan McClain was appointed to the United States Athlete Input Council



Began the second class of Special Olympics Arkansas athlete ambassadors

Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics Arkansas
The Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) is held in 50 states and in 35 countries raising $20 million annually and recruiting more than 15,000 law
enforcement officers from all over the world. The original Torch Run began 26 years ago in Kansas as a vision of Chief Richard LaMunyon who wanted to
give his officers an opportunity to participate in something positive.
Arkansas consistently ranks in the emerald level of excellence raising over $500,000 each year since 2010.
The Mission of the LETR is to raise both dollars and awareness for Special Olympics. Nearly 100 agencies and 1500 officers work year-round in Arkansas to
accomplish this goal; they are some of our greatest volunteers. All funds raised go towards supporting Special Olympics Arkansas year round sports
training and athletic competition.
LETR holds special events like Polar Plunges, Boots-N-Badges, Tip A Cop, Golf and Softball tournaments. A major source of funding comes from the sale
of Torch Run T-shirts that feature a new design each year. Sponsors and corporate donations help round out these fundraising efforts.
2016 Statistics:


Raised a total of $ (to be determined after audit)



Expanded World’s Largest Truck Convoy from 28,000 and 72 trucks(2015) to $65,000 and 104 trucks



Added signature event Duck Pluck, raised $6800 in it’s first year



Tripled the number of officers in attendance during Summer Games



Added cause related torch campaign to Summer Games Torch Run with partner Centennial Bank raising $24,000

Financials

Management
Fundraising
7%
7%

86%
Program Services

86% of every dollar spent goes to support and grow
our program
Figures are taken from our 2016 Form 990

Audited fiscal year 2016
Financial statement audited by Thomas & Thomas LLP
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is to transform communities by changing
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